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Abstract :

The aim of this research is to shed light on the location of the South China Sea in
the Chinese strategic perception, by following the historical approach and
benefiting from the descriptive analytical approach and the decision—-making
approach. The research reached a set of conclusions, the most important of
which is: that the South China Sea occupies a strategic geographical location in
view of the volume and value of trade. Chinese and international interests that
pass through it, which have given it great economic and geo-strategic importance
in light of the rise of China, as it constitutes a major maritime crossroads for
international trade on which most of the economies of major countries that place
themselves in direct confrontation with China depend, and seek to control and
dominate it in every way. Consequently, it has turned into a hotbed of conflict and
international competition, and that the South China Sea is a vital source of energy
and vast natural resources that serve China's economic strategies, enhance its
ability to continue its rise as a major international economic power, and even
qualify it to be number one in the world within the coming years. This doubled its
strategic importance at all political, military and security levels in light of the
ongoing international competition. China was able to make a change in its

strategic directions in the South China Sea on various military, security and
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economic dimensions, until it became able to work on all paths and relationships.
Political, military, security, commercial and economic in both physical and digital

realities.

Key words :

South China Sea, Chinese rise, Association of Asian , Belt and Road Initiative,

competition.
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