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Abstract

This research seeks to clarify the role of both functional
and federal approaches in the African integration process.
According to the Abuja Treaty of 1991, the African regional
economic communities are tasked with achieving economic
integration through many measures that include enhancing trade
between African countries, abolishing customs restrictions, and
establishing free trade zones, the most recent of which is the
establishment of the African Continental Free Trade Area. These
measures are still continuing to achieve the integration of all
parts of the African continent. However, federalism has
historical roots dating back to the period of independence of
African countries, as well as contemporary practical
applications, such as the establishment of the African Union
with a number of institutions, such as the Pan-African
Parliament and the African Court of Justice and Human Rights,
which are very close to federal assumptions.
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